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    Right Test, First Time
The iRefer guidelines are aimed at all healthcare professionals to help determine the best, safest and 
most appropriate imaging investigations
    




 
   


    



Use of guidelines will enable clinical radiology services to contribute more effectively to service developments, improve the patient pathway and result in better evidence-based practice for radiology departments and the wider healthcare
                    system.
                
About iRefer
 
Undeniable impact
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6.3%
of all radiology referrals were changed to a different imaging test
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2%
of all referrals were
cancelled by the referring clinician
                        










    


What are the guidelines?
Ensuring that the most appropriate imaging test is conducted at the right time can have a major impact on healthcare provision more widely.
                
Appropriate referrals are essential in order to:
Benefits of iRefer 
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Promote optimal care for patients
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Reduce the number of unhelpful or repeat investigations
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Support rapid diagnosis
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Avoiding unnecessary ionising radiation
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Ensure resources are used efficiently and effectively
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                        To facilitate appropriate referrals to radiology departments, The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR) has published the iRefer guidelines (iRefer) since 1989. iRefer is now widely accepted as a major tool to promote evidence-based imaging.
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